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BATAVIA SHIPWRECK — 390TH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.42 pm]: Today, 4 June, marks the 
390th anniversary of the wreck of the Batavia on the Houtman Abrolhos Islands, around 10 years after the discovery 
of the islands by Frederik de Houtman on 29 July 1619. Members will be able to work out from that date that we 
are indeed in the 400th year since the discovery of those islands just off the coast of Geraldton, and celebrations 
will be underway next month. I found a post today on Facebook from the Batavia Coast Maritime Heritage 
Association, which is a group I have quite a bit of contact with. Howard Gray and his team in Geraldton have 
compiled a fascinating history of all the shipwrecks off the coast and the Abrolhos Islands. A story of the wreck 
of the Batavia I read today humanised the incident and really touched me. We all learned about the wreck of the 
Batavia in school and Peter FitzSimons has written a very interesting book about it. I have heard him say that the 
Batavia story is the best story that has ever been, the best story there is and the greatest story that there ever will 
be. A young filmmaker from Geraldton is working on a movie about it as we speak. 

I will put this into some perspective for members. I guess we could see the Dutch East India Company or the 
Vereenigde Oostindische Compagnie—VOC—as the world’s first corporation. It traded spices and goods from 
what is now Indonesia—Java and the Dutch colonies—and imported them into Europe. The story of how the 
Batavia, the flagship of that great Dutch company, came to grief on the Abrolhos Islands is remarkable. I found 
this Facebook post that referred to all the victims of that tragic event. Before 4 June 1629, 10 people, whose names 
are not known, died of scurvy on the voyage between Holland and the Abrolhos Islands. There were 45 soldiers 
and sailors, mostly of unknown name, who died or drowned during the wreck, which took the total to 55 lives lost 
before and during the shipwreck. There is then the story of the survivors and the events after the shipwreck. 
On 8 and 9 June 1629, 10 people died of thirst on Beacon Island—nine children and one woman. From 3 to 
8 July 1629, eight people were murdered on or near Beacon Island. They are named here. On 9 July 1629, 
13 people were murdered trying to escape Traitors Island. On 10 July 1629, 10 were murdered in the sick tent on 
Beacon Island. From 12 to 14 July 1629, eight were murdered on Beacon Island. On 15 July 1629, another 18 were 
murdered on Long Island or Seals Island, mostly men and boys. On 18 July 1629, 19 were murdered on 
Long Island or Seals Island, again mainly boys. On 20 and 21 July 1629, 11 were murdered on Beacon Island. 
From 25 July to 16 August, eight were murdered on Beacon Island. From 28 September to 13 October 1629, 
one soldier was shot by the mutineers; five people were missing on a small boat, presumed drowned; and 40 were 
unaccounted for. Of the 341 souls who departed Holland in October 1628, 51 left the Abrolhos Islands on the long 
boat; 73 survivors departed on the Sardam; four mutineers were killed in fighting; seven mutineers were executed 
on Long Island; two mutineers were marooned on the mainland; four mutineers were executed on the Batavia; and 
208 people innocently lost their lives. Fortunately, much of this history has been documented, and a trip to the 
maritime museum in Geraldton or even a visit to the Batavia Coast Maritime Heritage Association Facebook page 
will certainly enlighten many on the tragic and dramatic events that unfolded as a result of the shipwreck of the 
Batavia on this day back in 1629, 390 years ago. 
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